Baptism is a Burial

Don't you know that all of us who were baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death?  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  - Romans 6:3-4.
Baptism signifies the burial of believers in water in the name of the Lord. Paul is writing to Christians, so obviously this refers to true believers. Anyone who has truly repented and put their trust in Jesus as their Lord and Saviour who have decided to be baptised, are baptised into Jesus’ death. We cannot deceive God, it is not baptism that saves us, it is our faith in God that saves us and we declare our faith before all people by obeying Christ and receiving baptism
I doubt that anyone really understands fully the depth of meaning that is in baptism, but it is clear at least that baptism is not just showing to the world that we have been washed clean of our sins by the shed blood of Christ, but it also says that we have identified with him in his death and resurrection.  It is the same with Holy Communion; where again I believe that no-one fully understands the depth of meaning within it. When we have communion we not only remember Christ, but in a sense know his saving presence with us in, he in us and we in Him. 

What we are about to witness soon is in one sense a burial service.  Baptism sets forth the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, and our involvement in it. Its teaching is twofold. 
Firstly we need to consider our representative union with Christ, so that when he died and was buried it was on our behalf, and we were thus buried with him. This will give you the teaching of baptism so far as it sets forth a statement of belief. We declare in baptism that we believe in the death of Jesus, and desire to partake in all the benefits of it. 
Secondly is the equally important matter of our realised union with Christ which is set forth in baptism, not so much as a doctrine but as a matter of our experience. There is a manner of dying, of being buried, of rising, and of living in Christ which must be displayed in each one of us if we are indeed members of the body of Christ.

Today we only have time to consider OUR REPRESENTATIVE UNION WITH CHRIST as it is set forth in baptism as a truth to be believed. Our Lord Jesus is the substitute for us, his people, and when he died it was on our behalf and in our stead. The great doctrine of our justification lies in this; that Christ took our sins, stood in our place, and as our guarantee, suffered, and bled, and died. By doing this he presented on our behalf a sacrifice for sin. We are to look at Christ as our representative. We are buried with him in baptism unto death to show that we accept him as being for us dead and buried.

Baptism as a burial with Christ signifies, first, acceptance of the death and burial of Christ as being for us. To be a Christian we must accept this truth, because it is our only hope of salvation. When our Lord came down from heaven and took upon himself our humanity, he became one with you and with me; and being made into a man, it pleased the Father to lay sin upon him, your sins and mine. If Christ did not bear our guilt, then we have to ourselves and the penalty of sin is death. Praise God that he sent Jesus, and praise Jesus that he died for my sins. 

Whether you have been baptized in water or not, you need to ask yourself, "Do I accept the Lord Jesus as your guarantee and substitute?" For if you do not, you shall bear your own guilt and carry your own sorrow, and stand in your own place beneath the glance of the angry justice of God. 

Now, by being buried with Christ in baptism, we set our seal to the fact that the death of Christ was on our behalf, and that we were in him, and died in him, and, in token of our belief, we consent to this watery grave. We are not baptised into his example, or his life, but into his death. The people before you hereby confess that all their salvation lies in the death of Jesus, and his death was incurred on our account.

But this is not all; baptism is an acknowledgment of our own death in Christ. Why should a living man be buried? Why should he even be buried because another died on his behalf? My burial with Christ means not only that he died for me, but that I died in him, so that my death with him needs a burial with him. Jesus died for us because he is one with us. The Lord Jesus Christ did not take our sins by some arbitrary choice of God; but it was proper that he should take his people's sins, since they are his people, and he is their head. It was proper for Christ to suffer for this reason— he is the covenant representative of his people. He is the Head of the body, the Church; and if the members sinned, it was appropriate that the Head, though the Head had not sinned, should bear the consequence of the acts of the body. 
These brothers and sisters are being buried in baptism that they may show to all around that they believe they are one with their Lord in his death and burial for sin. Their old self has died and they are beginning a new life raised with Christ. That is what we read here. 

"Therefore we are buried with him by baptism unto death,"—for what object?—"that just as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life." Be buried in Christ that you may be dead for ever? No way! It is so we may walk a new life with Him.  If you are one with Christ at all, you must be one with him all through; you must be one with him in his death, and one with him in his burial, then you shall come to be one with him in his resurrection. Am I a dead man now? No, praise his name, it is written, "Because I live you shall live also." Since I am one with Christ I am what Christ is: as he is a living Christ, I am a living spirit. What a glorious thing it is to have arisen from the dead, because Christ has given us life. Our old legal life has been taken from us by the sentence of the law, and the law views us as dead; but now we have received a new life, a resurrection-life in Christ Jesus. The life of the Christian is the life of Christ. Ours is not the life of the first creation, but of the new creation from among the dead. Now we live in newness of life, made alive to holiness, and righteousness, and joy by the Spirit of God. 

If God has given to you and to me an entirely new life in Christ, we can no longer live our old style of life. We are to live for Christ and to glorify God. So let’s all, go out and live this new life in Christ, and bless the world for Christ’s sake. Amen.
